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 Vision, Mission and Values Statement 
 

Parents, please review our school’s Vision, Mission and 
Values statement: 
 
These are not just words to us.  These are our beliefs.  Eve-
rything that we do is based on them.  Please read them and 
know we do have your child’s best interest at heart. 
 

What are we about? 
 

Vision 
In partnership with parents, teachers, and the community, 
Fort Smallwood students will be provided the opportunity to 
achieve and maintain a solid educational foundation that 
stimulates thought, celebrates diversity, and prepares stu-
dents to have a positive impact on their community, country 
and world. 
 
Mission 
We are committed to fostering each child’s full academic 
potential by providing instruction that is engaging, challeng-
ing, appropriately supported, and promotes life-long learn-
ing.  

 
Values 
We value a school supportive of: 
 
• High expectations for learning and behavior 
 
• Instruction that appeals to a variety of learning styles and 

experiences 
 
• Maintaining a safe and orderly learning environment 
 
• Fostering positive, open, and effective home/school com-

munications 
 
• Promoting parent involvement opportunities within the 

school 
 
• Respecting all members of the Fort Smallwood School 

community. 

 
 

 

Principal’s Message 
 

Hello Fort Smallwood Family and Friends. 

 

The month of March is here, and spring is just around 
the corner.  We have lots of fun and exciting things on 
the horizon. The end of the third marking period is just 
over a month away, concluding on April 9th. 

Our second annual Goodies with Grandfriends days will 
be occurring just before Spring Break on April 16 (last 
names A-L) and April 17 (last names M-Z). Be reminded 
that these are before school events, beginning at 7:45 
AM.  Details will come home along with RSVP sheets. 
However, please be clear that there will not be grand-
parent visitation during the instructional day. 

Thanks to all who participated in March 5th confer-
ences.  It is always a pleasure when school personnel 
and parents can work collaboratively to ensure that stu-
dents perform to their maximum potential.  As always, 
feel free to reach out to your child’s teacher or to me 
with any questions, concerns, or comments. 

As testing time approaches, please be sure to discuss 
with your students the importance of getting a good 
night’s sleep, a meal in the morning, and coming pre-
pared to give it their best shot. The Grade 5 Maryland 
Integrated Science Assessment (MISA) will occur on 
March 11th and 12th.  Please do your best to have stu-
dents here on time and well-rested. 

Look for Donuts with Dad and all other event dates in 
the newsletter calendar and/or on your child’s grade 
level Blackboard site. 

It is an honor to service your students! 

 

Respectfully, 
 

Mr. David Sembly 
Principal 
Fort Smallwood Elementary School 



The Anne Arundel County Public Schools System 
does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, 
natural origin, religion, age, disability, sexual orienta-
tion or familial status in matters affecting employment 
or in providing access to programs.  Questions regard-
ing nondiscrimination should be directed to Mr. Leslie 
N. Stanton, Specialist in Human Relations, AACPS, 
2644 Riva Road, Annapolis, MD  21401, (410) 222-
5318, TDD (410) 222-5500 or www.aacps.org 

 

  
Fort Smallwood School is 
equipped with a video camera 
system.  It covers selected inte-
rior and exteriors public por-
tions of the building and 
grounds.  It is NOT monitored 
constantly, but it is monitored 
during emergency situations.  
During certain events, when the 
safety or security of students may be in question, au-
thorized personnel from local, state, federal police or 
fire emergency units may be given access to view im-
ages projected on the camera system.  If you have any 
questions about the system, you should call the Super-
visor of School Security at 410-222-5083. 

****PICK-UP REMINDER!**** 
 Please help our dismissal run smoothly by 
following this guideline: 
  If you need to pick up your child for ear-
ly dismissal OR if you are calling to have your 
child be a car rider, please notify the office by 
3:15 PM.  After that time, children will be dis-
missed at 3:35 (our usual dismissal time) and in-
tercom messages to the classroom will not be 
made. 
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WELCOME WEDNESDAYS 
When you come to visit your child for Welcome 

Wednesdays it is for lunch 
only and not for 
recess! Please bring a bag 
lunch from home or you 
may buy a lunch from the 
cafeteria, 
do not bring in lunches 
from fast food restau-
rants. 

You also cannot take pictures during lunch times. 



Newsletter

SAY IT:
Discovering who you are meant to be so you can make a difference.

KNOW IT:
ASK A KID:
• Think of all of the things you enjoy doing. Do you like to paint, play outside, swim, build 

things, etc.? Think of how these interests and talents can help you make a difference in the 
lives of others.

• Are there activities that you are interested in, would like to learn more about or would like 
to try? Talk with your parents and see if you can explore these options. Trying new things 
can be good to help you discover what you are good at and who you are meant to be.

ASK A GROWN UP:
• How old were you when you discovered what you wanted to be when you grew up? 
• Did you know as a young child or were you an adult before you knew?
• What experiences helped you discover who you are and who you are meant to be?
• What does “so you can make a difference” mean to you? 

SEE IT:
The Disney movie Moana is a great story about a girl who is in search of who she is meant 
to be. Watch this short clip from the movie. Discuss the words and ideas that Moana and her 
grandmother use to describe who Moana is truly meant to be. youtube.com/watch?v=HEiSF-
8HpyDg 

BE IT:
One night this month, sit down as a family and have everyone complete an interest inventory. 
An example of a good, free resource for interest profiles can be found at mynextmove.org/
explore/ip. There are 60 items on the inventory that assess a person’s likes and dislikes. Once 
the inventory is complete, it asks how much education you are interested in completing. After 
education level has been selected, it generates a comprehensive list of jobs that are tailored 
specifically to the individual.  This can be used as a tool to help discover who you are meant to 
be and how you can make a difference in the world.
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It’s pretty simple – the words 
we use with kids matter.     
Our words have an impact each day on what kids think of themselves, 
their future, and their interactions with the world. Here are some 
words you can use every day:

So don’t miss it. It’s just a phase! Make sure you are using words every 
day to build up the skills you want to see in your child. 

PHASE
March 2019
Individuality

Good morning!
I love you

I have noticed… 
I hope you know…

Have fun! 
Keep trying

I’m really proud when…
Work hard

I’ve been thinking… 
I’m sorry
Be kind 

I can always count 
on you to…
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DILO:
Descubriendo	quien	estas	destinado	a	ser	para	hacer	la	diferencia.

CONOCELO:
PREGUNTA A UN NIÑO:
• Piensa en todas las cosas que disfrutas hacer. ¿Te gusta pintar, jugar afuera, nadar, construir 

cosas, etc…? ¿Has pensado en cómo estos intereses y talentos pueden ayudarte a hacer la 
diferencia en la vida de otros?

• ¿Hay algunas actividades en las que estas interesado? ¿Te gustaría saber más acerca de ello 
o tal vez tratar algo nuevo? Habla con tus padres y ve si puedes explorar esas opciones. 
Tratando cosas nuevas puede ser bueno para ayudarte a descubrir en que eres bueno y 
quien estas destinado a ser. 

PREGUNTA A UN ADULTO:
•	 ¿Cuantos	años	tenías	cuando	descubriste	que	querías	ser	cuando	fueras	grande?	¿Lo	des-

cubriste cuando eras niño o cuando eras adulto?
• ¿Qué experiencias te ayudaron a descubrir quien eras y a que estabas destinado a ser?
•	 ¿Qué	es	lo	que	significa	para	ti	“hacer	la	diferencia”?

MIRALO:
La	película	de	Disney	Moana	es	una	perfecta	historia	de	una	niña	que	está	en	la	búsqueda	de	encontrar	
a	que	está	destinada	a	ser.	Mira	este	pequeño	corto	de	la	película.	Discute	las	palabras	e	ideas	que	
Moana y su abuela usaron para describir lo que ella estaba destinada a ser. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=HEiSF8HpyDg			

   

PRACTICALO:
Una noche de este mes, siéntate en familia  y haz que cada uno complete un inventario interesante.  Un 

ejemplo	de	un	buen	recurso	y	gratis	de	perfiles	de	interés,	puede	ser	encontrado	en		https://www.my-

nextmove.org/explore/ip.	Hay	como	60	artículos	en	el	inventario	para	evaluar	los	gustos	y	aversiones	de	

una persona. Una vez que el inventario este completo, te va preguntar cuanta educación estas intere-

sado en completar. Una vez que el nivel de educación ha sido seleccionado, va generar una lista com-

prensiva	de	trabajos	que	van	a	estar	a	la	medida	especifica	de	la	persona.	Esto	puede	usarse	como	una	

herramienta para descubrir a que estas destinado a ser y como puedes hacer la diferencia en el mundo.
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Es muy simple, las palabras 
que usamos les importa 
mucho a los niños.     
Cada día nuestras palabras tienen un impacto en lo que los niños pien-
san de sí mismos, en su futuro y su interacciones con el mundo. Aquí 
hay algunas palabras que ustedes pueden usar cada día: 

Entonces, no te olvides: Asegúrate que cada día estés usando palabras 
para construir las habilidades que deseas ver en tu hijo/a. 

PHASE
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¡Buenos Días!
He notado que…

¡Diviértete! 
Estoy muy orgulloso cuando…

Estoy pensando… 
Se simpático

Te amo
Espero que sepas…

Sigue tratando… 
Trabaja duro

Lo siento 
Puedo contar siempre  

contigo cuando...



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



March 
 

 

2019 

  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 
       

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 Girls on the Run Schools Closed for 

Students – 
Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 

Welcome Wednesday 

Girls on the Run 

Sewing Club 

 

Art Club 

Robotics Club 

Girls Night Out 6-7 

Muffins with Mom 

A-M  7:45 AM 

 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
 5th Grade MISA Testing 

Girls on the Run 

5th Grade MISA Testing 

Interims Go Home 

Club 24 

Girls on the Run 

Sewing Club 

 

Art Club 

Robotics Club 

Muffins with Mom 

N-Z  7:45 AM 

 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
  Club 24 Girls on the Run 

Sewing Club 

 

Art Club 

Robotics Club 

  

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
  2 hour Early Dismissal 

No PM PK/ECI 

Girls on the Run 

Sewing Club 

 

Art Club 

Robotics Club 

Science Fair 6 PM 

  

31       
       

 



 
 

ASK THE PRINCIPAL 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians: 

 
Do you have a question or concern regarding a school matter?  This form is provided as a 
means of open communication with parents/guardians to keep informed of school-related 
topics.  Simply, complete the form and send it back to school.  I will respond via a phone 
call, letter, or e-mail. 

 

     Thank You, 

 
     Mr. Sembly 

     Principal 

My question 

is:_______________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

 
Parent/Guardian’s Name_______________________ 

 

Child’s Name______________________ 
 
Grade________ 

 
Teacher____________________ 

 


